
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Laura Hanson        

Department: Theater and Dance    Phone Number: (618) 650-3366 

E-mail Address: lahanso@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  6-9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If yes, in which course? THEA 290: Independent Study or THEA 295: Theater practicum 

If yes, for how many credit hours? 2-3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Dunham Hall, costume shop  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This position will function as my research and costume design assistant for our department’s production of the 

musical INTO THE WOODS in the spring semester.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
My costume design assistant will be responsible for assisting with research on the play and the clothing of the 

period, as well as helping to locate appropriate fabrics and costume accessories. The student will also have the 

opportunity to learn how to construct some of these costumes and accessories. The student will work alongside me, 

attending fittings, production meetings, and dress rehearsals. They will function as a liaison between me, the 

designer, and the costume shop. This will give him/her the opportunity to be part of the production process from the 

early design concept meetings to the final production—the performance.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student assistant will learn how to do accurate, primary research for a particular period in costume history and 

appropriate for a specific text, gain firsthand knowledge of the entire production process from concept meetings to 

performance, and be part of the team that collaborates to create a live performance. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The costume shop works each afternoon from 1-5, and that is when fittings or construction work will happen. Dress 

rehearsals are on a Sun, Mon, Tue evening (April 19, 20, 21 for this production). Research time can be on the 

student’s own schedule, but they should be available to meet with me at least once a week and work in the costume 

shop at some times during those 1-5 p.m. hours. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Students from within the department should have taken the THEA 160 class with a passing grade. Interested 

students from outside the department (Art and Design or Liberal Studies, for example) should have an interest in 

theatre, costume history, and fabrics. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Sewing ability is preferable, but other artistic or craft skills are good. For all students, organizational skills, research 

skills, self-motivation and time management are a must.  



 

 


